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Objections to Christianity 

What objections to the Christian faith have you heard?   

The area we are looking at tonight comes under the term ‘Apologetics’. Which means to give a rational        

defence of our faith, to those that ask. 1 Peter 3 :15.   Matthew 22 :37  Suggests we should                                     

use our minds.   One common objection, is the issue of ‘Suffering’, we won’t cover, as Deeper                                         

covered this previously. The notes & talk from this session can be found on the Church website. 

1. All that matters is, that you are a ‘good’ person’   So what do people mean by a ’good person’?    

The Bible shows us qualities that we should try and have. Isaiah 1:17,  Philippians 2:3,        
Proverbs 16:28.     These are examples of what most people would accept as being ‘good’ 

However the Bible is clear none of us is really good.  Luke 18:19  Ecclesiastes 7:20  Romans 3:23 

Look at the story of the Rich Young Ruler  Matthew 19:16-26 

Jesus pointed out that being good, was perfection. 

Salvation is not based on our goodness but on Jesus’ goodness alone.  

2. The Church is full of hypocrites   The origin of the word hypocrite is from the Greek word for Actor or mask wearer. 
Jesus spoke out against religious people who were hypocrites  Matthew 6:2, 5, 16.    Also in epistles      
1 Peter 2:1    In one sense the accusation is fair, because everyone is a hypocrite, to some extent. It is 
inevitable that if you try to live right and then fail, people will be keen to point the finger, “I thought 
you were a Christian”.  A Christian above all should realise they are not holy and fully good, which is 

why they turned to Christ in the first place. As they recognised and confessed their sin and failures, in 
openness, which is the very opposite of hypocrisy. 

No Christian is perfect, but making a mistake and failing to reach perfection in this life is not the same thing as 
being a hypocrite.  

3. The Bible cannot be taken a true history.    Obviously in a book referring to events 2,000 years ago+, we 
cannot prove everything, so we have to take on faith many things. However, modern archaeology has helped 
us realize that the Bible often can be proved to be fully historically accurate. 

Some examples 

A) People once doubted King David even existed until in 1994, then archaeologists discovered an ancient 
stone slab in northern Galilee that was inscribed with references to King David proving his life and reign. 
We now have historical evidence, outside the Bible, for over 50 Old Testament people. 

B) Critics used to believe the Bible was wrong because there was no evidence (outside of the Bible) for a 
group of people called the Hittites.  But, in 1906, the capital city of the ancient Hittite empire, was      
discovered with the entire Hittite library and 10,000 clay tablets documenting their history. It showed 
that everything the Bible said about the Hittite empire was true.  

C) Some doubted Pontius Pilate existed, until a stone was discovered from the time of   
Jesus, recording his name and position. 

D) The discovery of the Dead Sea scrolls shows the Bible was copied very accurately over 
time, so was not changed over the years, as some had previously suggested. 

The highly regarded Jewish archaeologist Nelson Glueck, stated the following: "No archaeological discovery 
has ever contradicted a single, properly understood Biblical statement."  

Look on YouTube for ‘Digging for Truth’ a series of programmes looking at Archaeology and the Bible. 

Pilate stone 



Have you ever been asked these questions, and how did you answer?   

Any Comments?   

6. Christianity is intolerant. The key to understanding this accusation is, What do you mean by intolerant? 

The common understanding of tolerance has changed in recent years. It used to mean ‘We are different, and 

disagree, but we can live together’. Now, it seems to have changed to, ‘We’re different, and we are both right, 

and that must be celebrated’. The Bible teaches because God loves us, he wants to change us. It states there 

is truth and lies, good and evil. God has the right to judge, and declare things are wrong. 

Is John 14 :6 intolerant? The accusation that Christians are ‘bigots’ if they don’t approve 

of some peoples lifestyle is false. The word bigot means to ‘hate or be intolerant of     

others outside their own group’. As  Christians we are called to love people, even if you 

know something they do is sinful and wrong. We need to be aware we are all sinners, 

and no one can point the finger in judgement Matthew 7 :1-5. It is a careful balance to 

love people, yet not to compromise on teaching God’s perfect standards. It can be loving to say something is 

wrong, but should be said from the right heart, wanting the best for the person. 2 Timothy 4:2, James 5:19-20 

7. The Church has done harm  Some churches in the past supported the Slave Trade, Apartheid, Conflict e.g. 

The Crusades. Some who claim to be Christians have been involved in child abuse.  There have in history been 

times when ’The Church’ has left Biblical truths and standards. For example, the Reformation sprung from a 

rejection of false life and teachings. On the other hand, the Church has done 

huge good in the World, in education, medicine, ending slavery, feeding the 

hungry, etc. Firstly, we know not all who call themselves Christians are ones. 

Matthew 7:21-23, 2 Corinthians 11:13-15, Titus 1:16.  It is an obvious Satanic 

attack on the Church, to have it discredited.  Flawed Christians can get things 

seriously wrong, and we should owned up to that. Genuine Believers have 

done much good in following Jesus' teachings.  Matthew 7:15-20 

4. Christian belief is just a psychological crutch.   Some suggest to believe in God , just provides comfort for 

those too weak to deal with the hard issues of life. You can of course reverse 

this, by saying Atheism is actually a psychological crutch for those trying to avoid 

that God will hold them accountable! Psychological arguments don’t tell us if 

something is true or not. Feelings are no way to judge truth, evidence alone is. 

Human beings all over the World and throughout history have sought truth and 

meaning in a God. We seem to be psychologically wired that way. 

If mere man invented Christianity to feel good, would it be like this? Luke 9: 23, 62, 
14:33    Any man made crutch, would probably be about pleasure and happiness! 

Of course knowing God is with us and in us, gives us peace and assurance that 

those who do not know God, cannot understand.   1 Corinthians 2:14 

5. What about those who have never heard?    All people are accountable to God and are answerable to him.  

If Religion is a fairy tale 
for those afraid of the 
dark, then Atheism is 

the fairy tale for those 
afraid of the light. 

Prof John Lennox 

Next time - Christianity and Religions  

God has revealed His existence to all Romans 1;20   Ecclesiastes 3:11.  Many of course reject God and will face the 

consequences  John 12:48.  There are still people groups around the World, who have never heard of  

Jesus.  Christians disagree over their   position, but we know the character of God. Psalm 103:8.  He is just 

and as creator, can do whatever He wishes.  Some say, anyone who truly trusts God and is sorry for their 

sins, even if they haven’t actually heard the gospel will be saved. Old Testament believers are saved, and 

they never knew Jesus. Others point to Acts 17:26-27 Those who God foreknew were not going to believe, 

are geographically away from Gospel. We do know all who really seek God, will find him Deuteronomy 4:29.  
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